
                                                                          THE METROPOLITAN PULPIT 
                                                                          Sundays at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

 
       June   4                                                              “The Rock”                                          Pastor Doug Brown 
                                                                            Matthew 16:13-20 
            June  11                                           “Christ and the Da Vinci Code”                            Dr. Jeffrey Bingham 
           June  18                                      “Confident Leadership for the Home ”                       Pastor Randall Faulkner 
                                                                                     Psalm 78 
       June  25                                                   “God Wants to Use You!”                             Pastor Randall Faulkner 
                                                                           1 Corinthians 12:4-8 
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SPRING BIBLE CONFERENCE 
June 11, 2006 

   Dr. Jeffrey Bingham, speaker 

     Our annual Spring Bible Conference will feature the 
ministry of Dr. Jeffrey Bingham, chairman of the Depart-
ment of Theological Studies at Dallas Theological Semi-
nary, on Sunday, June 11th.  Dr. Bingham is scheduled to 
speak in both morning worship services, our Sunday eve-
ning service at 6:00 p.m. and in a special adult assembly 
during the Sunday School hour.  
 

     The Bible conference is always an important event at 
Metropolitan. In the past we have been privileged to hear 
some of America’s leading Bible teachers and theologians. 
Everyone is invited to be present for these services and to 
bring our friends and family members with us. Dr. Bing-
ham’s subjects will be the deity and lordship of Jesus Christ 
and the inspiration and authority of Scripture. These tradi-
tional Christian teachings have come under attack with the 
publication of The Da Vinci Code, the novel and the movie. 
 

     There is no one better qualified to address these subjects 
with us than Dr. Bingham. He is an authority on the theol-
ogy of the early Christian church. His specialization is in  
the study of the early church father Irenaeus. He has written 
extensively on the early Christian church and his articles 
and essays have appeared in leading literary journals.   

    His topic for the two Sun-
day morning services will be 
“Christ and the Da Vinci 
Code.” In the Sunday evening 
service he will speak on “The 
Canon, the Da Vinci Code,  
and the Inspiration of Scrip-
ture.” 
 

     In addition, Dr. Bingham 
has made himself available to 
speak to the adult department 
of our Sunday School in a spe-
cial combined adult assembly 
at 9:45 a.m. This meeting will 
be held in the Family Life Center gymnasium (immediately 
following the pancake breakfast sponsored by the middle 
school). 
 

     Dr. Bingham is a graduate of New Mexico State Univer-
sity and he received his Master of Theology and PhD  
degrees from Dallas Theological Seminary. As always, 
nursery care and Children’s Church will be provided.  
        
                                                                 —R. F. 



    
 
 
 
Praise...and thanks,  
     Recently I was tested and determined to be cancer free for 
the seventh year in a row. Jeanne and I thank all of you who 
have prayed, and continue to pray, for me. May God use all of 
us to reflect His love and expand His kingdom led by His Spirit 
is our prayer. 
 
                                     —Eric Smedlund 
 
     The Cuthbertson family wants to thank you all for the cards, 
gifts and most of all your prayers. The dedication of those who 
served us in ministering to Fran while she was ill: Pastors Randy 
Faulkner, Rick Hermansen and Paul Purifoy and those who 
served us lunch the day of the services.  God's been so good to 
us. Our loss has been great, but God has gained our jewel,  
Frances. Thank you all! “Though you have done it to the least of 
these you have done it to me.”  
 
                              —Dean Cuthbertson and Family 
     Now abide faith, hope, love, these three;  But the greatest of 
these is Love.   1 Corinthians 13:13 
 
     We are so blessed to have such a loving, caring, praying 
church. I want to thank you for all your prayers, phone calls and 
cards after my recent surgery. Most importantly of all, your 
prayers were really felt as I had a wonderful feeling of peace 
going into the surgery. Our Pastor Randy was at the hospital at 
6:15 a.m. to pray with Gladys and me. We are so blessed to 
have such a man of God. Also, David Johnson was there at 6:30 
a.m. to pray with us. We so much appreciate him. Thanks to all 
of you for your concern and most of all for praying. My recov-
ery has been great. Love in Christ,  
 
                                     —Bill O'Hare 
 
     Mary & I have returned from our seven week “Radiation  
Vacation” for my treatment for aggressive prostate cancer.  I am 
in the 97% cure so feel confident in the results. We thank each 
of you who prayed for us, sent cards, notes and called. We 
missed you and thank you! 
 
                                      —Lee Stoldt 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS  to John Berger, President of STEP 
(Evangelical Theological Seminary in Haiti), one of our own 
missionaries, who was given an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity 
by Carver Bible College in Atlanta, GA, on April 13, 2006. He 
is the son of Marley and Peggy Berger.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Don Wahl who was awarded the 
Golden Apple Award on May 1st for volunteering in Putnam 
City Schools for the past 10 years. He volunteered in the Media 
Center at PC North and as classroom assistant at Hilldale Ele-
mentary, Wiley Post Elementary and Hefner Middle School. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Amy & Paul Wood on the birth of 
their daughter, Kayla Renee’, May 10th. (Grandparents are  
Dennis and Pearl Doan). 
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OPEN YOUR HEARTS TO  
      NEWBORNS IN NEED! 

  
     Each year 17,000 babies are born into pov-
erty in Oklahoma. We will be collecting gifts  
to shower on these precious babies.  
     The collection date is Sunday, June 11th. Bring your un-
wrapped gift to the foyer at the front of the church. All 
kinds of baby items are appreciated: baby monitors, diaper 
bags, diapers, baby wipes, blankets, bottles, crib sheets, 
mittens, mobiles, and all manner of baby clothes, and outer-
wear, as well as new or gently used car seats, strollers, high 
chairs, play pens and cribs (no food or formula, please).   
     Let's bless these babies and their families by bringing an 
unwrapped gift to church on June 11th.  
 
                                                          —Shari Wile 

REMEMBER TO REMEMBER 
Our change of schedule beginning June 4 

 
              8:30         Traditional Worship 
              9:45         Sunday School 
            11:00         Contemporary Worship 



 ATTENTION GOLFERS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk it up! Let’s invite our friends and look for-
ward to some great fellowship. Sign up sheets 

will be ready in mid June. 
 

Metro Masters Golf Tournament 
Saturday, August 19, 2006 

Coffee Creek Golf Club (a great place to play!) 
8 a.m. Shotgun Start 
Questions?  Contact:  

Betty Gary (722-3532) 
 Levita Anderson (751-3682) 

Todd Abrell (603-3060) 

 
 

    LEST YE FORGET!  
 

COLORADO FALL RETREAT 
September 8-14, 2006 

 
     This is a reminder and an encouragement for you to join us 
this year out at Hermit Basin. As we reported earlier, Dr. Mike 
Lawson who has been an associate pastor here at Metropolitan 
and now heads up the Christian Education Department at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, will be our Bible teacher and Paul Purifoy 
will again be our “music man.” You don’t want to miss this com-
bination! 
     Just send a deposit of $50 per person to: Colorado Fall Retreat 
in care of Glen Lambertson, P.O. Box 328, Eastlake, CO, 80614 
and that assures you a room. Also let him know if you need a 
downstairs room. 
     To learn more or ask questions, please call: Bill/Gladys 
O’Hare, 751-2959 or Fred/ Reatha Willett, 789-2998. 
 
                                                                         —R. Willett 

SUPER TEN CLUB FOR CHILDREN 
 
       Super Ten Club is for children who have 
finished first grade through fifth grade. Come 
and enjoy lots of fun and games and learn 
great truths from God’s Word. Club runs 
from 6:45-8:15 p.m. each Wednesday except 

for June 14th. If you have questions please call Pastor 
Doug at 722-2550. 
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     Inviting all families of Metropolitan 
and its ministries to come to the church 
library this summer for an informal 
story-time!  Each week will explore a 
different theme. Parents can “hang out” in a room for cof-
fee and talking with friends.  Books will be on display that 
will be of particular interest to families.  
     The first story-time will be Tuesday, June 20.  We 
will meet every Tuesday (except July 4th) from 9:30 until 
10:30 a.m. Our last story-time will be August 1. Your chil-
dren from ages 2 and up will have a great time seeing 
friends and hearing stories that can be checked out from our 
own library.   
     For more information or to volunteer one week, call Liz 
Dyer (775-9266), OR see Robin Khoury, Ann Sharp, or 
Pastor Doug Brown.  

        VACATION BIBLE      
                   SCHOOL 

 Monday, June 12th - 16th   
  9:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

 
 

     It’s hard to believe that Vacation Bible School is fast 
approaching! As the summer heat is upon us once again, 
join us as we take a break trekking through the Arctic  
Wilderness for five adventure filled days beginning June 
12th – 16th! We will spend the week loving our friends and 
neighbors, sharing with them what it means to be a coura-
geous follower of Jesus Christ! Registration forms and door 
hangars are available in the back of the sanctuary after the 
service – pick some up and invite your friends. 
 

     It’s not too late to be a part of this special week in the 
life of our church! There are still places where the Lord can 
use your gifts and talents, and you can invest in eternity for 
a child! If you are led to serve, please call me, 842-5522 or 
Pastor Doug Brown. 
 

     Please join us in praying that the Lord will find Himself 
glorified in a mighty way during this week and that many 
young hearts will hear His precious truths.   
 

We hope you will join us. 
 
                                                    —Beth Harkins 
                                                       VBS Coordinator 



WORKDAY, MAY 13, 2006 LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 

     There is an old story that comes from the 
first century. As the aged apostle John lay dying 
he was asked what message he would send back 
to the churches. Without hesitation he replied, 
“Love one another!” 
     Several years ago journalist Mitch Albom 

visited his former college professor, Morrie Schwartz, who was 
dying of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). Albom began to learn im-
portant lessons about the meaning of life when he returned again 
and again to visit his sick friend. He discovered how superficial 
he was. His multitasking, workaholic lifestyle had allowed little 
time for reflection or relationships. His world of rushed phone 
calls, hurried appointments and deadlines had left no time for the 
contemplation of spiritual things. 
     In his 1997 book Tuesdays With Morrie, Albom recalled the 
following conversation with Morrie: 
    “But believe me, when you are dying, you see it is true. We all 
have the same beginning--birth, and we all have the same end --
death. So how different can we be? Invest in the human family. 
Invest in people. Build a little community of those you love and 
who love you.” He squeezed my hand gently. I squeezed back 
harder. And like that carnival contest where you bang a hammer 
and watch the disk rise up the pole, I could almost see my body 
heat rise up Morrie’s chest and neck into his cheeks and eyes. He 
smiled. “In the beginning of life, when we are infants, we need 
others to survive, right? And at the end of life, when you get like 
me, you need others to survive, right?” His voice dropped to a 
whisper. “But here’s the secret; in between, we need others as 
well.” 
     Love, we know, is compassion, caring and commitment. It is, 
in the words of Iris Murdoch, “the difficult realization that some-
thing other than oneself is real.” C.S. Lewis wrote in the Four 
Loves that to love anything  or anybody is to risk letting your 
heart be broken. 
     Lewis went on to say that if we try to protect ourselves from 
that, we must give our hearts to no one. We must wrap our hearts 
with hobbies and luxuries; we must avoid all entanglements;  we 
must lock our hearts up safe in little caskets of selfishness. C.S. 
Lewis was right. The alternative to love is a living death—like 
Hell, where there will be no love. 
     It is striking to see how often the apostles reminded the 
churches about the priority of love. “Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love” (Rom 12:10), said Paul. “Serve one another in 
love” (Gal. 5:13), he repeated. “Be completely humble and gen-
tle; be patient, bearing with one another in love” (Eph. 4:2). “And 
this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight” (Phil. 1:9). “May the Lord make 
your love increase and overflow for each other and everyone else 
(1 Thes. 3:12). “You yourselves have been taught by God to love 
each other (1 Thes 4:9). 
     Our congregation is entering a period of change. Institutional 
change is difficult. So we need to help each other by loving each 
other continually (Heb. 13:1) and sincerely (1 Pet. 1:22). 
     My prayer for Metropolitan these days is that we will fit the 
description of the persecuted church as reported by Tertullian in 
second century: “It is our care for the helpless, our practice of 
loving kindness, that brands us in the eyes of many of our oppo-
nents. ‘Look!’ they say, ‘How they love one another! Look how 
they are prepared to die for one another!’” 
 

                                                          Your friend, 
                                                          Pastor Randall Faulkner 

Members of Metropolitan came out on Saturday, May 13th, to 
do some needed repairs on the property. 

 Jeff Miller, John Strauss and others are adding more 
wood chips to the children’s playground. 

 Andrew Hoffman  
paints the ceiling. 

Panels are replaced in the 
ceiling. 

   Jim Williams painting the 
light pole! 

Even the kids  
helped out! 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
    Sunday, June 11th 
       7:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

                           FLC Gym 
 
  Fundraiser for Middle School Ken-
tucky                          Mission Trip 
 
               Donations Welcomed 

WEDNESDAYS IN THE SUMMER 
 

     Our normal Wednesday schedule involves ministries for 
our children, students and adults, beginning at 6:45 and 
concluding at 8:15 p.m. 
     Our adult prayer meeting meets in the auditorium. This 
is always an encouraging time of intercessory prayer for 
ourselves and others, for the ministries of our church, for 
missionaries, and for our nation. Our Lord commanded that 
His people come together for prayer on a regular and  
systematic basis. You are invited to join us every Wednes-
day evening. 
     I will be leading a Bible study on the strategies of Satan. 
The Christian’s spiritual enemy, the devil, is always at 
work attempting to hurt, to deceive and to destroy. It is im-
portant that we understand the resources that we have in 
Jesus Christ and the Word of God in order to overcome the 
devil. The topics are as follows: 
 

       Know Your Enemy! 
 

       The Origin and Destiny of Satan 
        
       Satan’s Toolbox 
 

       Satan’s Secret Police 
 

       The Devil’s Disguises 
 

       More Than Conquerors 
 

       Keys to Spiritual Victory 
 

                                                   —Pastor Randall Faulkner 

NOTE!   Please bear with us as we work out the 
“kinks” with our e-mail delivery. If you do not 
have access to e-mail you may pick up a copy of the 
monthly “Metropolitan Times” in the brochure 
rack outside the church office. If you know of a 
homebound member or friend of our church who 
should receive the “Times” by mail, please let us 
know, 722-2550.  Eventually the Times will arrive 
like clockwork on your e-mail. 

Connie Fowler and Paul Purifoy pose with a group of seniors 
who have been active in Priority Youth Choir during their high 
school years. Pictured are Lacey Wilcox, Sarah Gilchrist,  
Mitch McKinnis, Michael Faulkner, and David Hildenbrand. 


