Metropolitan Times

Metropolitan Baptist Church

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

\Vol. XXVIII Issue 3 March 2006

CALL TO ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

The church is hereby notified that the anruainess meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday, March 5 at 6:00 p.thmembers
of the church are encouraged to attend.

We will be hearing reports from the church rile
financial secretary, and considering the appro¥#he proposed
budget for fiscal year 2006-07. In addition, thegeegation will
be asked to vote on the selection of elders andatsaas well
as financial officers.

Nominees foiElder: Monty Churchill, David Johnson, Ron
Wilkins and Clarence Whittenbergreasurer: Cheryl Lemmon,
Church Clerk: Scott McKinnis, Financial Secretary: George
Ford and nominees fdbeacon Tim Burroughs, George Can-
non, Dan Downen, Kathy Foster, Pat Fuller, Davidaldelr.,
Scott Hooper, Jeff Miller, Dr. Tim Puckett, Brucemih,
Clarence Voth and David West.

Everyone is encouraged to pray for the guidamicGod in
all of these matters.

—~Pastor John Strauss

PURITY CONFERENCE, FEB. 25-26

Michael Faulkner, David Hildenbrand, Adam Cnaaft, Ben
Weinard, Thomas Voss and Pastor Wade Yocum weraitje
school guys group who attended the Promise Weekenélve
Eagle Lake Camp counselors spent time with our feiddhool
and high school students teaching scripture memaegount-
ability, quiet time, and purity. Fifty students sagl the purity
pledge over the weekend.

DR. BRUCE WALTKE RETURNS
TO METROPOLITAN

Dr. Bruce Waltke is acknowledged to
one of the leading Old Testament scholar
our generation. We are pleased to anno
that he will be returning to speak at Metrop
tan, Friday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m. Everyon
invited to attend.

We appreciate our friends in the Ged™§
Whitefield Society who are making possible thisqua oppor-
tunity for Bible study and fellowship with Christia from all
over our community.

Dr. Waltke holds doctorates from Harvard Unsily and
also from Dallas Theological Seminary. He has taagiDallas
Seminary, Regent College and Westminster Theolbgica
Seminary. He has a reputation as a master teachbr av
pastor’s heart.

Dr. Waltke has written prolifically, producingxtbooks on
the study of the Hebrew language, biblical comméedaon
Micah, Genesis and Proverbs, and as an editoftferTheologi-
cal Workbook of the Old@estament andheNew Geneva Study
Bible. He is also a member of the translation committeehe
New International Version of the Bible. He has senas a past
president of the Evangelical Theological Society.

The George Whitefield Society is an organ@atof Chris-
tian businessmen who seek to promote the studyodf<GNord
and to serve those in need, in the spirit of tightelenth century
British evangelist George Whitefield. The Societyceurages
pastors to be Bible expositors and churches to ldpvan
appetite for Bible teaching.

There will be a book table where you may pasghbooks
and CDs which will encourage you in Bible study apiritual
growth. There will be no nursery care provided.

—R.F.

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

THE METROPOLITAN PULPIT
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Verse-by-veespositions of 1 Corinthians by Pastor Randall Fauer.

“A Rock in the Wilderness”
iberty, Yes; License, No!”
“Christian Behavior”

“Spiritual Authority”

1 Corinthians 10:1-11
1 Corinthians 10:11-33
1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1
1 Corinthians 11:2-16




Dear Church Family,

) in 2005 ayelars pastThanks also
for the special missionary Christmas gift. We drankful for

your faithful prayers. We see the ministry growiagd volun-
teer workers are being added in the after-schaddsslhowever,
we still need a state director for CEF and a Gre@idahoma
City director. Our gratitude goes to the Missionmm@nittee in
their service for planning and preparations for ditis

Conferences.

—Bernie & Wendell Mason

Over the past years you have shown God’s love tih Ry
your many acts of kindness, your prayers, and ysupport.
Thank you for all you have done, the meals, thésyigalls,
help with the Memorial Service, reception, andpheyers. Ruth
loved the church. The church family and all theerdids she
made were a blessing in her life. She was alwaggtezk when
she was able to attend. She so enjoyed Sunday Sclass,
parties, dinner groups, Bible studies, and anytggther. You
all were a special part of her life and a joy to. #egift from the
Lord. She loved when someone would bring lunch iy wsit;
send a card of encouragement or a phone call. 8bestrength-
ened by the prayers that were so faithfully saidhen behalf,
and by always being a part of the church by beislg o pray
for each of you.

Ruth was an avid reader and frequent user ofibthary. She
loved reading all kinds of books and would oftegygast one
that had given her a new insight into the Lordwas just fun to
read. She would be tickled to be able to help indfug the
library so that it could be used and enjoyed byrttas it had
been by her. Thank you and may the Lord bless ywllaep
you. May His grace abound in your lives.

—Hank, Tina, Tom, David and all the Warren Family

We want to thank you for your support throughvery
difficult surgery and hospital stay. Your visitslls, the cards
and flowers, all arrived at times of special neafthen
conditions were the most trying, we could feel yptayers lift-
ing us up to the Lord and the cares becoming ligiter us the
experience has been a monument to the Lord’s tditbgs. We
thank Him for His grace and for blessing us witkvanderful
church family. We love and appreciate each andyevee of
you.

—Benan Sharp

Thank you for the amazing love and support surromgqthe
passing of my mom, Ruth Warren. The services wereppro-
priate, and the generosity and support of the agaion was
so appreciated. The love of Christ is clearly i in the
hearts and deeds of your church

—Tom & Pamela Warren

Thank you for your faithful support

SPRING BREAK SKi
ADVENTURE

STUDENT MINISTRIES

On a brisk morning Heather Cheek and Thomas Voss ma ke
their way up a ski lift at Keystone.

Beautiful Winter Park, Colorado, is one of the b&dtdesti-
nations in the country. Fifty Metropolitan high sadh students
will be headed there during spring break week, Maf@
through 16. They will be staying at the YMCA of tReckies
enjoying snow tubing, an indoor roller blade rirgk,complete
recreation center and, of course, skiing and snoavding.

This annual experience is open to any of agh tschool
students. Many will be bringing friends from thentounity.
Ten adult sponsors will be going along with me, &a®liver,
Scott White, John & Deborah Buntz, Debbie Staiid aaveral
others. The speaker, Kyle O'Hagen, a youth paston fillinois,
will be speaking five times to the students onghbject: “Rags
to Riches: Our Inheritance in Heaven.” Praise andship will
be led by a Christian band made up of students Deer Creek
High School, including our own Andrew Babb, Daviddén-
brand, and Nathan Mickle.

The group will be traveling in our two churbhses leaving
at 4:45 a.m. on March 12 and returning by 11:00. pmThurs-
day, March 16.

The church family is asked to pray for safetyravel and on
the slopes. Pray most of all for God’s Spirit tenphe hearts of
our young people to receive His Word and allow deShrist to
have first place in their lives.

—Pastor Wade Yocum

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER EVENTS 2006

June :
: 2-8  Waco Poverty Simulation and Priority Youthd® Trip -

- 18-July 1st Navajo Adventure Mission Trip (HS)
- July
- 6-15 Kentucky Adventure Mission Trip (7th & 8jhade)

23-28 Eagle Lake Camp (MS)

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



WEDNESDAY EVENING MINISTRIES

Every Wednesday night adults gather in theitatidm at
6:45 p.m. for the weekly prayer meeting led byt&®afick
Hermansen. Following the prayer meeting the adiliteBstudy
is a fascinating survey of the return of th
Jews from the seventy-year Babylonian ca
tivity. This study covers the rebuilding of the
Temple and the city of Jerusalem, includin
the histories in Ezra, Nehemiah and Esthd
We are also examining the prophecies in Ha
gai, Zechariah and Malachi. There are mar
timeless principles which apply to our lives if
these wonderful passages. Rev. Ron Wilkins
our teacher.

Ron Wilkins

Middle school and high school students gatite6:30 for
CoreGroups every Wednesday night. Over fifty adudre
involved in mentoring our students.

The children of the church have fun learningd@ Word in
AWANA clubs. We are grateful for this team of tlifive
adults who volunteer their time every Wednesdayig teach
the scriptures to the boys and girls. Some of théteare com-
ing from unchurched families and they need our @rsy

Children meet at 6:00-6:45 p.m. for ChildrenGhoir
practice. They are working on a spring musical égobrformed
in May.

The adult choir practices from 7:00-8:15 pimpreparation
for leading worship on the Lord’s Day.

You are invited to be a part of these oppatiesfor service
and spiritual growth. The evening begins with dofeship meal
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. Coraad
receive physical and spiritual nourishment in thddie of your
week.

—R.F.

ORDER YOUR LILIES NOW

Easter lilies commemorate thg
resurrection and hope of lifg

eternal. You can purchase an Eastel

lily in memory of a loved one for
Easter Sunday.

Call the church office to order your plantliés
are only $5.00. Orders and payment must be recei
by Sunday, April 9th. (Limited quantities availapble

—Cindy Katterson
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From the Library...

THE VOYAGE OF THE DAWN
TREADER

This is one of Lewis’s best novels siridee Lion, the Witch,
and the WardrobeWe meet some of our old friends like Ed-
mund, Lucy, Caspian, and Reepicheep; some newahssare
Eustace, Drinian, and Rynalf. The plot is this, &tirhas sent
seven lords to sea, and Caspian has vowed to fieh.t The
children come to his boat in a very unexpected widgng the
way they meet dragons..., magicians..., stars..., andemior
highly recommend this book.

—Stephen Dyer, age 11
(Youth Review)

LEARN ABOUT ALZHEIMER'’S DISEASE

If you have loved ones or friends who are exirfij from
Alzheimer's it is important that the family or csaker under-
stand what is happening to their loved one and siedras.

In the library you will find two very helpfutems (1) The
Three-Hour Day Book—A-Z on Alzheimer@) a two-part
series CD—a dialogue between a counselor and givardry-
ing to understand what is happening. These ardabia for
checkout in the Metropolitan Church Library.

| am also available to share what I've learogdr the past
six to seven years in dealing with this disease.

—Bob Potter

D

ATTENTION WOMEN OF
METROPOLITAN!

If you're in need of divine refreshment, wao
delve deeper into the Word of God, or you're | |
looking for a fun and uplifting getaway with “tt '
girls,” Beth Moore’s Living ProofLiveis the place
VE for you and it is coming this summer, June 23
to the Ford Center.

Designed to minister to your mind, soul, =
spirit, make plans now to be part of this incrediBlible study,
teaching, and worship experien€zall me for more informa-
tion, 789-0274.

—Valery Oldfield




THE JOURNEYS OF PAUL
Join us for a spiritual pilgrimage in Novemble

Again this year it is our privilege to leadaur to
the lands of the Bible. A number of people ha
requested a pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey,
areas where Paul first planted churches estabjsiin

beachhead for the gospel on the continent of Europg

The Lord willing, we will be traveling to Thealo-
nica, Philippi, Berea, Corinth, Athens, the Gree
Islands and Ephesus, November 4-14, 2006. You
invited to be a part of this spiritual adventure.

Joel & Brenda Bruner are coordinating the &mul
will be happy to answer any questions you have.
you would like to receive a descriptive brochurel yd

can obtain one at the church or by calling Joel an

Brenda at 720-7912. We are having occasional mg
ings and you are invited to attend to receive mg
informationandto experience the warmth of Christiar
fellowship with those who are preparing to go.

—R.F.

*TAKE NOTE PRIMETIMERS will be
traveling to Guthrie for lunch and sightseeing on
Thursday, March 23rd. The trip is free, with lunch
"on your own." Please meet at the church at 9:00
a.m. and we will return at 3:00 p.m.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS, VBS IS COMING!
June 12-16

VBS is for Kindergarten-5th grade. Join Eljjal
Esther, Nicodemus, Saul, Peter and John as we Ig
what it takes to be a courageous follower
Jesus Christ. Strap on your snow shoes, pull out v,
skis and get ready for an arctic adventure!

—~Pastor Doug Brown
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COMING EVENTS TO REMEMBER
Mark your calendar now!

April 1 - Daylight Savings Time Begins (“spring feard”)

April 14 - Good Friday Service, 7:00 p.m.

April 16 - Easter Sunday

April 27-28 - Primetimers’ Spring Floral Trip

May 4 - National Day of Prayer Rally at State Calpit

May 7 - Senior Recognition Sunday

May 14 - Mothers’ Day (Infant dedications)

May 24 - AWANA Awards Night and Children’s Choir
Musical

May 28 - Memorial Day Service

May 31 - Youth Summer Kickoff and Super Ten Club fo
Kids

June 2-8 - Priority Youth Choir Tour & Mission Waco

e June 11 - Spring Bible Conference, Dr. Jeffrey Benm,

speaker

h
June 12-16 - Vacation Bible School

June 18 - Father’s Day (Infant dedications)

June 18-July 1 - Navajo Adventure Mission Trip (Hig
School)

July 6-15 - Kentucky Mission Trip (Middle School)

July 16-19 - Straw Hat Camp

July 23-28 - Eagle Lake Camp (Middle School)

WHIZ KIDS TUTORING

Dayssy De Los Santos with
Metropolitan tutor,
Merlynn Nelson.

Whiz Kids tutoring is having a great year. \Wave
thirty-six tutors who are making a difference ie tives of
their Whiz Kids. We meet every Tuesday evening from
5:30-7:30 p.m. We start with a light meal, thenphtie
children with reading for about an hour. We finisfith
Club Time, which is a Bible story time.

Each child receives individual attention framcaring
adult. Most of our children improve their readinkjlls
during the year, some as much as two grade leNejsu
are interested in visiting, please come to Oliveiptist
Church any Tuesday night, and | will show you achuVe

Lafgally need more tutors. Call me to let me know8-2817.
Df

| want to say a big “THANK YOU” to all thosehs
faithfully tutor our Whiz Kids and to those who lav
provided shacks.

—Laura Love



LADIES BIBLE STUDY

A Bible study (Beth Moore) led by Loretta Miller éivalery
Oldfield takes place on Wednesday mornings herdBC.
Several ladies are studying through Genesis ancowksing
God'’s pursuit of relationship with man, and maraelHis plan
to bless all people unfolds.

While it is too late to enroll in this studyetre are always op-
portunities to sign up for new ones. Keep lookiagriew Bible
study opportunities to crop up in the future arehpb join in.

HEARING BIBLICAL TEACHING ENTERS A
NEW PHASE

Technology has made it possible for peoplettesed
throughout the world to learn new information. 8éon that
knowledge, members of the church are beginningogeg to
make Biblical teaching and the gospel readily latéé to all.

Jim English and others from the congregati@veorking to
archive the audio library in the Media Center sat theople all
over the globe can access biblical information digfothe Inter-
net.

One purpose of this task is to share overtyfyears of
Bible teaching messages by some of the leadingeBibholars
in our country who have spoken here at Metropolitazaid
Pastor Faulkner, who added that "messages from eforr
pastors" will be included in this project. Sometloé speakers
to be included, according to Jim English, are J@¥alvoord,
Howard Hendricks, J. Dwight Pentecost, J. |. PacKemy
Compolo, Reynald Showers, Charles Swindoll, Jame&eB
and many others, including former pastor David €utt

Leading this endeavor is English, who shat because au-
dio tapes and cassette tapes lose quality over thmegoal is to
transfer the information to MP 3 players, whichjnigedigital,
last forever.

"We are transitioning into the new age,” Esig said.
Joining him are Ann Sharp, Peggy Berger, and Tiok,Fivho
handles the website.

English said there are over 5,000 tapedénlibrary that
will be put online, and that the funds are alreadylace.

He said that this is a real chance for Mmiiitan to be a
"shining light" for all people, and he is exciteldoat this oppor-
tunity. He said the plan is for Metropolitan thgbuthe Internet
to be part of the world wide mission and that follso are in-
terested will be able to walk into the library astatain materials
in CD format, or download from their computers. &hid the
project will take over a year to complete, but wHamnshed,
there will be online links that will direct people the speaker,
the title of the lesson, or the subject matter.

"We have this resource, over 40 years afftiegy. It's even
bigger than we envisioned," English said.

—Cathy Moore

DON'T WASTE YOUR LIFE

It was sixty-two years ago on February 19,
1944, that the battle for Iwo Jima began. It was a
tiny, barren island, guarded by 22,000 Japanese
soldiers prepared to fight to the death. U.S. ferce
needed the island and its two air strips as arsgagi
area for the containment of Japanese aggression in
the Pacific.

American Marines made incredible sacrificestdake Iwo
Jima. In one month of fighting, they killed 21,008panese, but
suffered more than 26,000 casualties doing so.hht bne
month, on that one island, U.S. Marines suffered-tnird of
their total losses of the forty-three months ofirtlievolvement
in World War Il

There is a cemetery on Iwo Jima containing libdies of
American dead. Outside that cemetery is this ipsionn:

When you go home
Tell them for us ang,sa
For your tomorrow
We gave our today.

We cannot help but be moved by such devotion tg.dtle
little rhyme at the cemetery says they knew whatytivere
dying for. Do we know what we are living for?

If one of them could ask you, “For what arauliving the
life that | died to save?” What would be your ansive

John Piper says that's a question worth cemsid. In his
2003 bookDon’t Waste Your Lifehe compared the sacrifices of
World War Il with the challenge of living our live®r Jesus
Christ—passionately, fully and sacrificially.

He wrote, “...When the trifling fog of life ehrs and | see
what | am really on earth to do, | groan over tle¢typpursuits
that waste so many lives—and so much of mine. thisk of
the magnitude of sports—a whole section of theyda#gws-
paper...think of the endless resources for makmg jnome and
garden more comfortable and impressive. Think of many
tens of thousands of dollars you can spend to boreroar than
you need. Think of the time and energy and conviersshat go
into entertainment and leisure..., it is like a majtered dream-
world of insignificance expended into nothingness.”

He goes on like this. Clothes. Coolness. Vidames. The
mind-numbing triviality of TV which “reigns as thgreat life-
waster.”

Do we seéwhat we are on earth to do?” Is there any cause
SO great as to arouse in us a radical, whole-lferaitment?
The cause is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the grestof Jesus
Christ.

As we begin a new church year, we need toHhiekihg
deeply about whether we are treating our Saviarasiportant
by the priority we give to lesser things. It is &no recalibrate
our direction and focus to “seek first God’s kingdand right-
eousness” (Matthew 6:33).

Your friend,

Randy Faulkner
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3/10
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March

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Singles’ Ministry “Movies at the Met”
6:30-9:30 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
MOPS meeting, 9:15-11:30 a.m.
Hear Dr. Bruce Waltke, 7:00 p.m.
Blood Drive— Give the gift of life!

No Wednesday night activities

3/12-16 High School Ski Trip

3/19

3/21
3/24

Priority Youth Choir sings at First Baptis
Church, Yukon

MOPS meeting, 9:15-11:30 a.m.

Primetimers’ meeting, 11:30 a.m.
Single Moms’ Night Out, 5:00-9:00 p.m.
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